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Diversity - EqQuity
Your courage, our care.

PRIDE MONTH

LGBT Pride Month, often shortened to Pride Month, is
held in June and dedicated to the celebration and
commemoration of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) pride.

The concept of Pride Month began with the Stonewall
riots, a series of riots for gay liberation that took place
over several days beginning on June 28, 1969. The
riots began after a police raid at the Stonewall Inn, a
gay bar located within Lower Manhattan in New York
City. Activists Marsha P. Johnson, Sylvia Rivera, and
Stormé Del arverie are credited for inciting the riots.
The year after the riots, the first pride marches were
held in several US cities.
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JUNETEENTH

On January 1, 1863 the Emancipation Proclamation
had taken effect and all enslaved people in
Confederate States were declared legally free. Union
soldiers marched onto plantations across cities in the
south spreading the news of freedom.

Not everyone in Confederate territory would
immediately be free. Even though the Emancipation
Proclamation was made effective in 1863, it could
not be implemented in places still under Confederate
control. As a result, in the westernmost Confederate
state of Texas, enslaved people would not be free
until much later. Freedom finally came on June 19,
1865, when some 2,000 Union troops arrived in
Galveston Bay, Texas. The army announced that the
more than 250,000 enslaved black people in the
state were free by executive decree. This day came
to be known as "Juneteenth," by the newly freed
people in Texas.
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FREEDOM DAY

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE
HIGHLIGHT OF THE MONTH

LGBTQ Inclusive Language

Instead of "transvestite," please use "cross dresser."
Instead of "hermaphrodite," please use "intersex."
Instead of "homosexual," please use "gay" or "lesbian."
Instead of "lifestyle" or "preference," please use
"orientation” or "identity."

JUNETEENTH/BLACK MUSIC
APPRECIATION MONTH CONCERT

3rd Annual North County Juneteenth/Black Music
Appreciation Month FREE Concert ... celebrating Black
fronted musical groups in Berkshire County (Tendai
Maparutsa, Misty Blues, Sample The Cat, Diego Mongue
Band (feat. Chantell).

SAVE THE DATE:
Saturday, June 14th, 2025
12pm - 3pm

LOCATION:
MCLA Church Street Center
375 Church Street - North Adams, MA

Questions/Comments/Suggestions for the DEIB Committee?
Contact Us: DEl@briencenter.org




